Indications and criteria for initiating renal replacement therapy in the intensive care unit.
The decision to initiate renal replacement therapy is usually based on a careful assessment of conflicting priorities in the care of critically ill patients. It is particularly difficult because of the lack of information on what are the optimal criteria and indications for the application of renal replacement therapy (RRT) in the intensive care unit (ICU). As we will discuss in this paper, even though there are several time-honored indications for initiating dialytic therapy in patients with near end-stage renal failure, such indications may not apply to the management of acute renal failure (ARF). In fact, there are several reasons why a more aggressive approach and an earlier intervention may be justified in the ICU.